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Faculty: The Transportation Planning Division (TPD) is looking for outstanding student papers on 
current transportation planning or policy issues.  Our purpose is to recognize and reward work 
completed for courses in accredited masters and undergraduate planning programs.  Please 
nominate and encourage your students to participate in APA’s student paper contest.  Winners will 
be announced at the APA National Conference in Los Angeles, CA on April 14-17, 2012.  
 
The Prizes:                           Awards of $1,000 and $500 
The top two student papers will be awarded.  The grand prize for the best student paper is $1,000 
and the second prize is $500.  Winning papers (or summaries) will be published in the TPD’s 
quarterly newsletter.  The TPD may also submit full versions of the winning paper for peer review 
and possible presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Transportation Research Board and for 
publication in APA’s Planning Magazine. 
 
Eligibility:          ACCREDITED PLANNING PROGRAMS SUBMIT YOUR BEST 
1.  Papers must have been originally written by a single author for a class in a PAB-accredited 
planning program in a college or university during calendar years 2010 and 2011.   The program 
chair, a faculty member, or the AICP liaison may nominate a paper by indicating when and for 
what course the paper was prepared; students may not nominate their own paper. Doctoral 
students are not eligible for this award. 
2.  A paper may be submitted only once; papers may not be revised and resubmitted a second 
time.   

3.  Each accredited program may submit only two master’s and two undergraduate papers.  Master's theses, terminal professional 
reports, internship projects, and student group projects are not eligible.   
4.  Papers may be no more than 25 pages long, including an abstract (no more than 250 words), tables, maps, other diagrams, and 
references.   Papers must be double-spaced with margins of at least 1 inch and a font of at least 12 point.  Title page should include 
student name, address, degree program, date when paper was originally submitted, and phone number.  No name or other form of 
identification should be included on the pages with the text of the paper (e.g., a header or footer should only include the page 
number and paper title).  
5.  Papers will be accepted via e-mail; PDF is the preferred format; please submit the title page separately from the paper.  Printed 
copies of papers will also be accepted; papers will not be accepted via FAX.  The deadline for receipt of the papers is Friday, 
February 10, 2012.  No late papers will be accepted. 
6.  Per the APA 2008 bylaws, students can join APA divisions for free.  Contestants are highly encouraged to join the TPD. 
 
Selection Criteria                     RELEVANCE    INSIGHT    QUALITY 
A subcommittee of planning faculty and planning practitioners will read all papers using blind review.  The papers will be judged on 
(1) Relevance to major current issue in transportation planning or policy; (2) Insight and significance of discussion; and (3) Quality 
of the writing, argument, and documentation.  See “Helpful Hints” from the TPD web site at www.apa-tpd.org (under “Paper 
Competition”) for more information. 
 
Send submissions to:  Eduardo C. Serafin, PE, AICP; Chair, Student Paper Competition Committee, APA Transportation Planning 
Division (Technology Transfer Program, Institute of Transportation Studies, University of California, Berkeley; Cell: (510) 375-3997; 
e-mail: eduardo.serafin@berkeley.edu) 

SSttuuddeenntt  PPaappeerr  CCoommppeettiittiioonn: MONEY $$$…PUBLICATIONS …KUDOS 
Deadline for Submissions: Friday, February 10, 2012 


