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From the Chair
by Whit Blanton, AICP

Weekend in Kansas City

I went to Kansas City and found no
blues. Instead, in this frontier city that
ushered in the nation’s first suburban
shopping mall, I discovered a won-
derful mix of urban revitalization,
history and spirit. My visit during a
recent weekend was at the invitation
of Kansas DOT to speak at their an-
nual meeting with the state’s MPOs in
St. Joseph, Missouri — a bi-state MPO.
After the meeting on Friday, I drove
the 45 miles south into Kansas City to
explore.

My first stop was the Crossroads
district, an area adjacent to KC’s
Union Station located just south of the
downtown core. An area of historic
but obsolete warehouses and factories
has begun a transformation into an
eclectic mix of art galleries, loft apart-
ments, and great restaurants within a
short walk of the CBD. The district is
attracting young professionals back to
downtown with art events each Friday,
conversion of old industrial buildings
into new housing with proximity to
employment, good transportation op-
tions, and an active nightlife.

Next was a ticket to the Royals — Red
Sox game at Kauffman Stadium. Al-
though there are on-going discussions
to build a new downtown stadium, I
found the 1970s era stadium to be a
thoroughly comfortable place to enjoy
the ballgame. Wide concourses, great
food and beer selections, excellent
views from all seating locations, the
impressive Royals Hall of Fame and
those incredible outfield fountains
made this a great baseball experience.
The only improvement I could see

see “Chair”, page 3

TPD Membership Speaks: Results of TPD Survey
by Ruth Fitzgerald, AICP, Newsletter Editor

Thanks to the many many of you who responded to our TPD survey earlier this year. Out
of a TPD membership of 1532, over 750 members responded. Those of you occasionally
involved in administering surveys for planning purposes know that this is an extremely high
return rate. Following are the results by question:

1. What type of material would you most like to see in the Transportation Planning Division
(TPD) Newsletter (check all that apply):
Response éResponse
Percent Total
TPD business/news | [ 49.6% 380
General APA news | i | 87% 67
Transportation regulatory/funding 72.2% 553
updates
Articles on inn(wati?'c 68.9% . 528
technologies
Case studies 73.9% | 566
Planning opinions (soapbox) o ;
articles| T 33.3% | 255
Articles on planning education | [ 22.5% | 172
Articles related to planning
certification _(parucula_rly 38.1% 202
transportation planning | ==
certification) [
Professional profiles, i.e. meet a :
prominent member of the | L 31.1% 238
transportation planning field
All of the above | pu 10.2% | 78
Other (please specify) u— 11.5% 88
Total Respondents 766
(skipped this question) 2

Basically we took the results of Question 1 as an endorsement of our current policy
to provide a wide mix of articles in the newsletter covering a variety of transportation
topics and modes. We encourage case study articles in particular, as well as articles
about innovative ideas or technology and transportation regulatory or funding matters.

see TPD Survey, page 2

UPDATE YOUR APA RECORD!

It is essential that TPD members keep the e-mail address in their APA record up-to-date (especially if we
go to electronic newsletter format which is under discussion). All division members (even division-only) can
now access their APA profiles and make changes online. These changes become effective immediately
- mailed or faxed changes requiring manual entry will take longer to appear. To access your APA profile go
to www.planning.org/myprofile. Enter your APA ID (from Planning magazine mailing label or invoice) and
password (click on “create a new password” if you've forgotten it or do not have one). Send a message to
Webmaster@planning.org if you need assistance. DON’T DELAY--DO IT TODAY!!!
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TPD Survey, continued from page 1

newsletter?

2. What technical topics or modes are you most interested in seeing articles on in the TPD

Response | Response
Percent Total
I like seeing a mix of topics and 89.5 684
modes. L ————————————————————— 370
I would like to see an article about | L 22.5% 172

Total Respondents 764

(skipped this question) 4

Again, almost 90% of respondents want to see a mix of modes displayed in newsletter articles,
and we hope to continue that approach.

emailed version?

3. Do you prefer to continue to receive the TPD newsletter by mail or would you prefer an

Response | Response
Percent Total
Mail (hard copy) | Ll 31.4% 239
Email with attached PDF file | i 36.6% 278
Email with link to PDF file on 5
website | S— e o8

Total Respondents 760

(skipped this question) 8

This one was a little bit of a surprise, we’ll admit. A sizeable majority of respondents (68%)
would prefer some type of electronic distribution of the TPD newsletter—either attached to an
e-mail or via a link to the TPD website. However, almost one third of the respondents (31%)
would prefer to continue to receive a mailed ‘hard copy’ of the newsletter. Hmmmm. What
to do?? The Division will be discussing this at an upcoming meeting.

4. Do you distribute/forward the TPD newsletter to your colleagues who are not TPD members?

Response | Response
Percent Total
Yes | 22% 168
No or not generally |l 42.4% . 324
Sometimes | 35.7% 273

Total Respondents 765

(skipped this question) 3

This one speaks for itself. Feel free to pass this newsletter around.....and encourage others

to join TPD also!

conference?

5. On what technical topic(s) would you like to see TPD sponsor sessions at APA's annual

Total Respondents 509

(skipped this question) 259

Over 500 respondents sent in a wealth of topics! Clearly, our membership has LOTS of ideas
for sessions and newsletter articles. These ideas have been tabulated and provided to TPD

leadership.

continued top of next page
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6. How would you summarize your feelings about certification for transportation planners?

| Response | Response
| Percent Total
I support the development of a
certification process through | L 45.5% 340
APA or AICP
I support the development of a =
certification process through ITE | = £3:4% %0
I don't think certification is o
necessary or relevant | = D iz
No opinion | g 17.4% 130
Total Respondents 748

(skipped this question)

20

In question 6 we tackled the issue of certification for transportation planners. The results
indicate that the majority seem to favor a certification process—either through APA/AICP (as
most prefer) or through ITE. A sizeable minority (almost one quarter of the respondents) do
not feel that certification is necessary.

7. Are you currently active in the Transportation Planning Division (e.g., serve on committee,

etc.)?
Response | Response
Percent Total
Yes |8 6% 45
No | 94% 705
Total Rer;pondents 750
(skipped this question) 17

Not many respondents are currently active in the Transportation Planning Division. But (ac-
cording to Question 9, later) many are interested in being more active.

8. Have you attended a TPD business meeting in the last two years?

iRespnnse Response
| Percent | Total
Yes || 9.6% 72
N O | 90.4% 677

Total Respondents

749 |

(skipped this question)

19

Not too many have attended TPD business meetings. Please put us on your agenda if you
are at TRB in Washington in January or at APA National Conference in late March 2005 in

San Francisco.

see TPD Survey, page 4

Chair, continued from page 1

would be to link the sports complex
— the Chiefs’ Arrowhead Stadium is
next door — to downtown with a street-
car or rail transit line. Traffic leaving
the stadium at the confluence of 1-435
and I-70 was absolutely hellish.

On Saturday, I spent much of the day
at the Harry S Truman Museum and
Library in Independence. This is a
phenomenal museum, located in a
quintessential American small town,
both reflecting the greatness of a
regular man who came from humble
origins to make some of the most criti-
cal decisions in the 20" century, and
then happily returned to his roots.

Given his penchant for daily strolls,
Truman was described as a “confirmed
pedestrian.” He was also one of the
first transportation planners. One dis-
play on Truman’s early political life
as a Jackson County Commissioner in
the 1920s showed how he had planned
and funded one of the nation’s fore-
most road systems. He patterned the
roads from his World War I experience
of seeing the boulevards in Paris. On
display at the museum is a report he
authored, titled Results of County
Planning, which documented the
benefits of his efforts to plan Jackson
County’s first road system.

My final stop was the JC Nichols
Country Club Plaza in southern Kan-
sas City, the site of the nation’s first
suburban shopping mall. Although
built in the 1930s, the Plaza is an
eclectic, vibrant and walkable mix of
high density residential, retail stores,
two linear parks, offices and restau-
rants. It swarmed with pedestrians
on a comfortable Saturday evening
in early June. An interconnected grid
street system and hidden interior park-
ing make this development timeless in
its appeal to pedestrians. It would serve
well as an authentic model for those
New Urbanist town/village centers be-
ginning to emerge in many a suburb.
Along with Providence, RI, Kansas
City seems to be at the forefront of a
dramatic urban renaissance sweeping
the country.

see “Chair”, page 4
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Chair, continued from page 3 TPD Survey, continued from page 3

Airports in the Region 9. Are you willing to become more active in TPD by (check all that apply):

Nearly 60 people attended the Airports ' Response | Response
in the Region forum, sponsored by the g | Percent | Total

APA Divisions Council, at the APA
National Conference in Washington, Participating in a mentoring
DC in April. Presentations by FAA program | M= 21.3% 151
senior environmental policy analyst i
Lynne Pickard, Stephen Kiel, AICP,
of the Puget Sound Regional Council,
Mark Johnson, AICP, of Landrum
and Brown, and several APA division
representatives, set the tone for an
interactive and productive workshop
that received praise from many par-
ticipants. Thanks to all who took part.

Writing a newsletter article | [ 27.5% 195

I'm not able to participate in

0
Division activities at this time | = k2t 520

Serving on a committee (please
indicate if you have an interest in | L 25.1% 178
a particular committe topic):

Total Respondents 709

(skipped this question) 59

The results of Question 9 were of great interest to TPD officers and committees. Many re-
The major theme of the forum is that  spondents offered their expanded participation in the Divison via writing a newsletter article
there is a role for APA and planners  (thanks!!!), participating in a mentoring program, or serving on a committee.
to better shape development in and
around the airport to provide more
efficient land wuse, transportation 10. If interested in the mentoring program are you:
and economic activities. During the
roundtable discussions that followed
the presentations, we heard about suc-
cess stories and problems that need
attention. A major issue and challenge
for planners dealing in the airfront
realm centers on intergovernmental
coordination. We clearly need to be
thinking about templates for good
urban planning that can work in a
variety of institutional settings tounite W were delighted to see a fairly even split between potential mentors and potential men-
jurisdictions and ensure equitable dis-  {eeg.
tribution of benefits.

Response | Response
Percent Total

A student or new professional
3 - -p ) ——— 40.8% 84
interested in being mentored

A seasoned professional

0,
interested in being a mentor 52 122

Total Reépondents 206

(skipped this question) 539

To those of you who responded with interest in the mentoring program, we plan to be in
The forum provided a foundation for touch after a basic mentoring program format and procedure have been developed. Question
development of our research work plan 11 asked for e-mail addresses of those willing to get involved or at least find out more about
this summer. Stay tuned for details and  mentoring.
potential assignments for those who
would like to participate.

continued top of next page

Fall Blection i i TPO Webmaster Wanted:

After two terms as chair, it’s time for ;,7(
regime change in the TPD. We will

be holding elections this fall for all ) Put your Dreamweaver skills to good use,
division officer positions, with the i P,...jh develop professiona_l networks, and help
installation of officers the next APA f us keep TPD's website up to date! The

Conference in San Francisco. The
next step is to assemble a slate of
candidates. It’s a great opportunity to
getinvolved in APA and the transporta-
tion planning profession, get to know
people from around the country, and
to demonstrate leadership. Take an
active role in the division; the benefits

see “Chair”, next page
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Division needs someone to spend a few

award-winning student papers, and keep-
ing the archives of TPD newsletters. Ex-

plore the website at www.apa-tpd.org. If
you have the time and skills (or desire to

.-/\\ -. hours a month posting notices, minutes,

r\/ ~ =< develop them), contact Chair Whit Blan-
i

I AP e ton at wblanton@citiesthatwork.com. A
4 small stipend may be possible.
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12. How regulary do you attend APA National Conference or TRB Annual Winter Meeting?

Once s
Every | every Quee ln Response
the last | Rarely | Never
year few Total
5 years
years
; - ) 12% 26% 13% 21% 28%
APA National Conference (88) (189) (100) (156) 208) 741
TRB Annual Meetingin | 13% 12% 5 15% 53%
Washington, D.C. | (88) 83) | PG 99y | 360) 674
Total Respondents 748
(skipped this question) 20

Many respondents do seem to be able to attend APA’s National Conference or TRB at least
occasionally—some more frequently.

13. Please tell us your primary area of planning practice:

'Response Response '

| Percent Total

Local planning agency | i | 23% 169
Regional planning agency | i 18.1% 133
State government | 7.7% 57
Federal government || 2.6% 19
Private consulting | Lo 39.3% 289
Land development 0.8% 6
Academia | [ 8.6% 63

Total Respondents 736
(skipped this question) 32

This was interesting. While the above table shows that the largest single area of planning
practice for respondents is private consulting, a closer look reveals that over 51% work in the
public sector, with the majority working for local or regional planning agencies. Almost 9%

of respondents are in academia.

14. Is transportation planning your primary job responsibility or study focus?

Response | Response
Percent Total
Yes | 70.8% 527
Total Respondents 744
(skipped this question) 24

Most of us—at least most of the respondents—are working primarily in the transportation
field rather than as planning generalists.

see TPD Survey, page 6

Chair, continued from page 4

are well worth the effort. The future
and value of the division depends on
good leaders.

2005 Conference Sessions

If you have a good transportation
planning story to tell, even including
lessons learned from projects that
maybe didn’t turn out exactly as an-
ticipated, we hope you took the time to
submit a session for the APA National
Conference. Right on the heels of a
very well attended and informative
National Conference in Washington,
it’s time to think about next year.

The next APA Conference in San
Francisco will be held in March 19-23,
2005 — meaning that session proposals
were due even earlier than normal this
year. Volunteer session proposals were
due in July.

As usual, the Transportation Plan-
ning Division will be sponsoring two
by-right sessions. Vice Chair Larry
Lennon is responsible for preparing
the TPD’s sessions, so if you have an
idea of what you would like to see on
the program, feel free to contact Larry
with your suggestions. In addition, we
will be working in collaboration with
other APA Divisions to co-sponsor
volunteer sessions on planning for
the elderly and transportation disad-
vantaged, and participating in a food
symposium (from a goods distribution
perspective) in partnership with the
APA Divisions Council. Please let me
know if you have a particular interest
or expertise in these areas.
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Call for
Nominations!

We need you to nominate
interested, dedicated people
(yourself, perhaps?) to serve
as a TPD officer. Please
submit nominations to TPD
Chair Whit Blanton at
wblanton@citiesthatwork.com
by October 1, 2004. Look for
updates in the coming weeks.

How Effective Is
YOUR State DOT At
Public Outreach?

To help with the development of
a future article on public outreach
at the state DOT level, we are
looking for YOUR input from
around the country--particularly
from those of you who have
worked with multiple DOTSs. In
your experience, which DOTs
are most effective at dealing with
communities and the public...and
what is it that makes their
approach more effective.

Please e-mail your responses to
TPD newsletter editor

Ruth Fitzgerald at

rfitzgerald @fhiplan.com

TPD Survey, continued from page 5
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It was very satisfying to see that our respondents were well distributed from coast to coast
and in-between.

Where Do We Go From Here?

TPD will be continuing to work hard to make the Division as relevant as possible to our
membership. We hope to put a mentoring program in place and to build on some of the ideas
presented by survey respondents to propose technical sessions at conferences. Most important
(for this editor), is the wealth of interest in producing articles for the TPD newsletter. We’ll
be in touch!

Snapshot from the APA National Conference...

Division Chair Whit Blanton,
AICP, prepares to host the
Airports-in-the-Region Forum at
the APA National Conference in
Washington.

The forum drew 60 attendees
who participated in the interactive
workshop designed to provide
guidance for a work program
under the APA Divisions
Council’s initiative.

photo courtesy of of Peter Lowitt
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CREATING AND MAINTAINING DISTRICTS OF DENSITY

by Lawrence J. Fabian, Trans.21

Urban planners need positive policy and program tools (i.e. carrots) to
encourage density. They can be more effective than negative tools (i.e.
sticks), such as growth boundaries, to discourage or prevent sprawl. The
opposite of sprawl is density.

Neo-traditionalism, New Urbanism, Transit-Oriented Development
and Smart Growth are all attempts to respond in different ways to
worsening, chronic congestion all over urban America and continuing
“erosion” of countryside by sprawled, car-oriented development. There
is much to be learned about building codes, zoning, mobility provision,
and ways to encourage density-friendly behavior (e.g. restraint in car-
honking and other noise, littering, etc.).

Is Sprawl Inevitable?

Even where the decline of city centers has stabilized and healthy “down-
towns” and “main streets” can be found, more substantial growth is
occurring on metropolitan fringes and at far-flung interchanges of the
Interstate highway network. Family farms are converted to industrial
parks and suburban tracts. Wilderness areas are “spoiled” with build-
ings, parking lots, and then more roads.

If this growth could be attracted into districts of density, there would be
less pressure on metropolitan edges, small towns, and the countryside.
One acre at Floor-to-Area Ratio of 10 can replace more than 20 at a typical suburban FAR
of 0.5. But there are costs to density — noise, heat, concentrated air pollution, and traffic. We
planners face frequent objections by neighborhood groups wary of traffic and competition for
parking space. We need better answers, or sprawl will prevail.

Density and Car-Orientation

Almost all mobility needs are now satisfied by cars, trucks and a growing array of specialized
rubber-tired vehicles that need street space and parking. Even where good, subsidized public
transport exists, it draws a small share of traffic away from the streets. For example, in older,
transit-oriented Boston, overall only about 10 percent of travel is by mass transit. To the dense,
highly congested CBD, it is little more than 50% even in peak periods.

The San Francisco region in recent decades has invested billions of dollars in rail transit
infrastructure. Proud officials recently bragged that transit ridership has risen 10%. The last
paragraph quietly noted, however, that employment rose 11% in the same period, meaning
that car commuting rose even faster. Con-

ventional transit, even heavily subsidized, T

. ) . ):p' ——

isn’t keeping pace. "";f\':
- AL T

Sprawl not only worries those who want ""',/’/ ;fs' 5!

to preserve farms, forest, and desert, it ’;;«"’ e
also makes us drive more, boosting gas /,m it
consumption (with inevitable political / 1

and military implications) and the volume ‘(’d 'E,I‘,
of air pollution. The denser the flow of :j’ "’
traffic, the higher the concentration of T ;.’-'
pollutants. Is it fair for New Urbanism .
and Smart Growth advocates to encour-
age people to live and work where they
get higher exposure to fumes and dust?
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see “Density ", page 9

Farmland is lost to those seeking

life outside the unpleasantness of
unmanaged density.- courtesy of

SkyRider

How can increasing density be made

not only palatable, but attractive?
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A Transportation Planner’s Preview of the 2005 APA
National Planning Conference

by K.L. (Dan) Wong, AICP MITE

“ Many Of Transportation planners should mark down March 19-23, 2005 in their PDAs to be in San

th e m Ob 11 e Francisco for the 2005 APA National Planning Conference. Given the importance of transpor-
tation planning in California and especially in the Bay Area, a large number of locally hosted

WOkahOpS plan sessions and mobile workshops have been planned to discuss transportation-related issues.

to use the various

While APA is reviewing applications for session topics for the 2005 Conference, the Local
Host Committee has tentatively agreed to host the following transportation-related sessions

modes Of pubhc at the Conference:

o * Making Connections/Intermodal Transportation
tr aIlSPOI'tatIOIl * Smart Growth Transit Corridors/Regional-Local Connection

available in the Bay

* Airports and Nearby Communities, Can They Co-Exist?
Of the 80 mobile workshops, APA and the Local Host Committee have tentatively planned the

Area, .. ,, following workshops that are directly focused on transportation-related issues:

 San Francisco Waterfront: Ferry Building, Plazas, Parks and Ferry Terminals

¢ Commuter Rail Line’s Extreme Makeover

» Rapid Transit Meets Local Planning for Smart
Growth

e Contra Costa County Pleasant Hill BART
Station

* Fruitvale BART Station Transit Village and
Redevelopment of Oakland’s San Antonio
Retail District

* Bicycle Boulevards and Attended Bicycle

Parking in Berkeley
e Freeway Removal and Neighborhood
Planning

 San Francisco Urban Bikeways
 Third Street Light Rail and the Revitalization
of the Third Street Commercial Core

. Port of Oakland Planning

* Environmentally Friendly Practices at San
Francisco International Airport

Many of the mobile workshops plan to use the
various modes of public transportation available
in the Bay Area which are easily accessible from
downtown San Francisco where the Conference
will be held.

| More information on the workshops, sessions,

etc. will become available online at the Confer-
ence’s website: http://www.apa2005sf.com.

K.L. (Dan) Wong, AICP, MITE is Senior
Transportation Planner, San Francisco Airport
Commission and Interim Chair, APA-TPD Airports
Committee. A member of both the American

Institute of Certified Planners and the Institute

of Transportation Engineers, he has worked as a
transportation planner in the area of airport landside
operations for over 16 years. He can be reached at
dan.wong@flysfo.com.
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Density, continued from page 7

“Districts of Density”

It is not easy to give a definition of what density is. Is it any area zoned for a Floor-to-Area
Ratio of more than 1.0? Is an FAR of 5.0 needed to be really dense? Answers depend on
whether this is in the highly urbanized Northeast, or in Heartland plains. Is it in Florida near
a beach, or in the desert expanses of the Southwest? Is it near a major metropolitan area, or
in Spokane, or a town of 25,0007

It is helpful to examine what kind of district is being considered. Is it the CBD — the traditional
downtown? Or is it an edge city — on the periphery with good highway access? Is it a retail
node of malls, strips, and big box stores? There are also campuses or complexes of medical
care (and research) buildings, or maybe a college, university, or other specialized district.

If Smart Growth and related urban attitudes are to really affect our communities and environ-
ment, they should apply to residential areas as well. Are there many people willing to live in
dense neighborhoods where vehicular access is constrained, or even denied? Whether for
senior citizens or simply for those who prefer to walk, bike, and take transit (maybe renting a
car every so often), shouldn’t there be special zoning and codes for car-restrained, pedestrian-
friendly residential districts?

And then there are “airfronts” — the commercial districts evolving around airports with ready
access to the global marketplace. For more on this, visit www.airfront.us.

Tools to Coax Density

As planners, we should have as complete a set of policy and infrastructure tools as pos-
sible. What are the tools of denser development? Here are areas where planning guidance is
needed:

* District traffic and parking management and calming

* Local mobility and last-mile services

» Landscaping and maintenance at the scale of pedestrians and bikers, not just cars
 The proper mixing of land uses at micro-scale

&€ TPD should
undertake a sys-
tematic study of
these items and
compile a plan-
ner-relevant set of
[density encourag-
ing] best practices
and recommenda-
tions. 99

By removing cars and letting
pedestrian fill the streets, Boston’s
old retail district has fared better
than most CBD shopping.

* Building codes and
insulation that make
higher-density living safe
and comfortable

* Ways to encourage public
behavior that is density-
friendly, minimizing noise,
litter, and smells.

There is very little planning
literature on ways to encourage :
and sustain high density. What =
do academics and practitioners Bi[ps
know? What new technologies
and tools are available? What are e
infrastructure trends?

U

TPD should undertake a sys- 'i it
tematic study of these items il
and compile a planner-relevant el
set of best practices and recom- A
mendations. Tools for facilitating y
density are the planning carrots
that can be more effective than ¥
the stick of growth boundaries.

Larry Fabian is the director of
Trans.21, an international clear-
inghouse of planning information

on automated people movers. He
can be reached at lfabian@airfront.us.




TRANSPORTATION pjlanning

-10-

Congratulations to Daniel Prevost
(center), University of Virginia, for
his paper titled The Geography

of Public Participation, Using GIS
to Evaluate the Public Outreach
Program of Highway Planning
Studies. Karen Lamberton and
Whit Blanton presented the
award to Mr. Prevost.

Student Paper Winners Honored
by Karen Lamberton, AICP

The Transportation Planning Division announced the winners of this year’s Student Paper
Competition at the APA Conference held in Washington, DC in April, 2004. The Division
congratulates our first place winner: Daniel Prevost, University of Virginia, for his paper
titled The Geography of Public Participation, Using GIS to Evaluate the Public Outreach
Program of Highway Planning Studies and our second place winner: Jee-seong Chung, Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology, for his paper titled Pedestrian Environment as an Urban
Indicator. Both winners were presented with a cash award and an annual membership in
APA’s Transportation Planning Division.

Daniel Prevost completed his graduate paper as an independent study under the guidance of
David Phillips for the University of Virginia. Prevost is now working for Parsons Consult-
ing in New York City. His winning essay stood out for his clearly stated thesis, outstanding
quality of writing, relevant graphics, and innovative approach to evaluating the response
rates of public participation efforts. Using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) the author
analyzed the response rates of the public to an outreach program conducted by the Virginia
Department of Transportation on the Capital Beltway highway study. Proximity to the project
area corresponded to the highest levels of response, as well as the highest levels of opposition.
However, areas of high minority populations and lower income were less likely to partici-
pate; in fact, this study found that of the nine block groups meeting the environmental justice
thresholds for this study, only one achieved
| ainclusion rate over five percent. Daniel’s
- conclusion was that GIS can be a tool to not
_ only assess, but also to redirect and improve
. public outreach programs.

. The second place winner is Jee-seong
Chung, who completed his paper under
the direction of Joseph Ferrerra at Mas-
'~ sachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).
Chung plans to continue his studies with the
goal of obtaining a Ph.D. at MIT. Shifting
focus from moving automobiles to a more
| holistic approach of moving people requires
changes in the way the transportation in-
dustry assess the effectiveness of travel
modes. Chung’s essay set forth an insight-
ful methodology for measuring pedestrian
environments and used a grid-based analy-
ses model in the City of Boston as a case
. study. An excellent critique of the strengths
and weaknesses of this method of evaluat-
ing pedestrian environment combined with
strong citations impressed this year’s reviewers. Chung concludes that incorporating data
sources readily available into in-depth analysis of pedestrian environments can help planners
improve the pedestrian environment and enhance both a sense of place and the sustainability
of urban design.

The Division wishes to extend thanks to the Division members that volunteered their time to
review and rank the submittals. The review team was coordinated by Ruth L. Steiner, As-
sociate Professor, Department of Urban and Regional Planning at the University of Florida
and included: Robert E. Bush, AICP, Senior Transit Planner at Wilbur Smith Associates in
Raleigh, North Carolina; Kate Garwood, AICP, Multimodal Transportation Manager, Anoka
County Highway Department in Andover, Minnesota; Mary Kihl, FAICP, Professor, School
of Planning and Landscape Architecture at Arizona State University and Karen Lamberton,
AICP, Senior Transportation Planner for Pima Association of Governments in Tucson, Ari-
zona.
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Well-Attended TPD Business Meeting in April

The TPD business meeting in April at APA’s National Conference was attended by almost 50
people and involved many active discussions. The key topics were as follows:

TEA-21 Reathorization: Based on his informed position as APA staff-person based in Wash-
ington, Jason Jordon provided the latest news on the status of SAFETEA negotiations. From
attendees came many questions, including a plea to argue for project funding by planning
criteria, not “pork barrel” ear-marking.

Chair’s Report: Whit presented the Annual Report, starting with the good news that TPD
was one of only three divisions to meet all the criteria established for APA’s evaluation pro-
cess. He presented the 2004 Work Program, which continues the same basic elements of recent
years. He also announced that TPD is advancing a Mentoring Program, to be running by this
fall, focused at the chapter level. TPD has some volunteers but seeks more (many more were
identified in the TPD membership survey—see lead article in this newsletter). Whit will soon
nominate a chair for an Election Committee to implement upcoming election of officers.

Student Paper Competition: Ruth Steiner explained that 15 papers on diverse topics from
a variety of universities were received. Karen Lambertson announced the two winners — both
of which used GIS techniques. Second place went to Jee-seong Chung of MIT for a paper on
ways to measure pedestrian-friendliness. First place was to Daniel Prevost of the University
of Virginia for a paper on the geography of public participation. (See article and photo in this
newsletter).

Airports in the Region: Whit reported that the level of attendance and participation at the
Divisions Council Forum on Airport in the Region the previous day were good. It provides
much input for a multi-year work program aimed at producing planning guidance and best
practices for APA. Whit will prepare a draft report and make it available for comment. The
focus will be on the airfront district. Mike Callahan, departing chair of the committee, thanked
all for their participation. Whit added that new chair Dan Wong of SFO is already busy
working on the program for next year’s National Conference in San Francisco. Larry Fabian
described interest from a British airport publisher that is organizing a series of workshops on
“Airport Cities” in cooperation with TPD.

APA 2005: Ideas for sessions for next year’s National were due the end of July, as the con-
ference starts on the early side of spring, March 19, 2005. Among the themes are the Rise
of Regionalism and New Urbanism. Don Steiger offered his services in helping to organize
supplementary TPD visits or workshops such as held in recent years. Larry Fabian offered that
ATRA would probably be interested in something along these lines, and also solicited interest
from anyone wishing to work on a session for San Francisco on Parking and Circulation for
Campus Districts (e.g. hospitals, universities).

Membership Survey: Newsletter editor Ruth Fitzgerald passed out detailed information
and described results from an extensive survey of membership interests that have important
implications for the newsletter and TPD as a whole. See survey results in lead article in this
newsletter.

Wanted:
Fodder for a new
column on “Doing It
Right”

We would like to start a new
regular or semi-regular column to
exchange ideas on innovative or
effective transportation measures.
Whenever you see the benefit of
sound or innovative transportation
decisions, we’d love to hear about
it. It might be something as simple
as an easy-to-use fare collection
system, a clearly understandable
signage program, or a well-mani-
cured roundabout, or it could be
something much more broad-rang-
ing, like an effective public outreach
program or a smart-growth policy
decision. Whatever strikes you as
worthy of being shared with your
transportation planning peers. It can
be from your own area and experi-
ence or something you note while
on a vacation trip to who-knows-
where. (The planners in my own
office are always taking pictures of
things they encounter on vacation
and circulating them electronically
in the office. We would just like to
do that on a larger scale!)

Send your observations to the TPD
Newsletter Editor, Ruth Fitzgerald
at rfitzgerald@fhiplan.com. If at
all possible, please include a pho-
tograph or graphic—one picture is
indeed worth a thousand words! We
look forward to hearing from you.

Interested in
Smart Growth???

TPD Secretary Larry Fabian would
like to assemble a group of folks
interested in working on a Smart
Growth workshop or confer-
ence with a group from ASCE.
Please e-mail Larry with your
interest at Ifabian@airfront.us or
Ifabian2 1 @earthlink.net.
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2005 APA National Conference
March 19 - 23, 2005
San Francisico, CA

Early-bird registration cut-off will be in'mid-December.
Members can visit the conference site http://www.planning.org/
2005conference/index.htm regularly to keep up to date on
conference activities being planned.
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