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“Effective planning
and access manage-

ment helps the devel-
opment potential of
interchange areas.”
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Planners Advisory Council Takes Shape
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The North American Free
Trade Agreement:
Examining U.S.
Transportation Responses
Gian-Claudia Sciara

When it went into effect on January 1, 1994, the North
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Land Development and Access Management Strategies
(continued from page 1)

on access management measures.  Most access manage-
ment classification systems require varying degrees of
access separation at interchanges, according to the extent
of urbanization and whether the cross roads are two-lane
or four-lane facilities.  While this may work in some
states, Florida’s rapidly-increasing population and its
booming tourism can turn a rural interchange area into
a development frenzy in a few short years.  If develop-
ment is not anticipated, and the interchange is designed
for a continuing rural environment, problems will
result.  High standards provide an environment for
economic activity to flourish, while maintaining a safe
and efficient flow of traffic.  For these reasons, it is
suggested that signalized intersections should be sepa-
rated from interchange ramps by at least 1320 feet, and
access connections should not be allowed within 660
feet of a ramp.
    Interchanges affect land use, land values, develop-
ment, employment opportunities, travel patterns, and
taxes, in turn affecting local and state governments,
private citizens, landowners, motorists, and other

taxpayers.  Therefore, everyone has a
stake in improved management of
interchange areas, which ultimately
preserves the safety and quality of life
in Florida.
    A copy of the final report can be
found at: www.cutr.eng.usf.edu/
research/access_m/publicat.htm Or, for
further information contact Laurel
Land, AICP, at land@cutr.eng.usf.edu

or 813/974-1446.

The access road, as shown, is a consolidated drive serving commer-
cial development that includes a hotel, restaurant, trucking facility,
and other commercial uses.  Figure 2 shows how the local roads,
interparcel access, and connectivity with side streets maximize the
accessibility of businesses, while channeling turning movements off

the arterial
and away from
interchange
ramps.
The need for
improved
access manage-
ment is clear,
but the
separation of
state and local
jurisdiction
has made it
difficult to
accomplish.
No single land

use control or governmental entity can achieve the
desired results.  Effective interchange area manage-
ment requires a combination of techniques involving
land use/zoning, subdivision regulation, sign control,
access management, and intergovernmental coordi-
nation.  Each serves a separate function in the
process, and incorporating several strategies ensures
the intended outcome.
    When considering a new interchange or modifica-
tion to an existing one, it is important to look
beyond capacity analysis and place greater emphasis

    At this point, we ask you to contact your chapter
president or legislative chair about these upcoming
policy guides and we seek interested volunteers to
assist in the Task Forces that will be established to
write and edit the new policies.  We also will be
contacting the relevant APA divisions.  Harrison
Higgins, AICP of New Mexico will be chairing the
Task Force on the smart growth policy guide.  I will be
coordinating the effort of revising the environmental
policy guides and establishing the Task Force on the
smart growth policy guide.
     If anyone is interested in smart growth policy guide,
I will be coordinating the overall effort of revising the
environmental policy guides and establishing the Task
Force on the smart growth policy guide.   If anyone is
interested in assisting, or would like more information,
please feel free to contact me at 617/338-6464 x26 or
rwillmer@mcgregorlaw.com.
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We're Looking for a Few
Good Planners
Ralph Wilmer, AICP Region I Director & Legislative and Policy Committee

APA is forging ahead on several policy fronts over the next 18
months.  Specifically, APA is prepared to establish its own policy
on smart growth, with the development of a new policy guide to
be presented to a Chapter Delegates Assembly in Chicago in April
2002.  Additionally, APA is updating/revising its environmental
policies on hazardous and solid waste, surface and ground water
protection, and wetlands.  Essentially five separate policies from
the late 1980’s and early 1990’s will be consolidated into three
new policies, also for adoption at the 2002 conference.
    A forum to solicit opinions about Smart Growth will be
scheduled following the Chapter Delegate Assembly on Manufac-
tured Housing, to be held at the New Orleans Annual Conference
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The decennial Census is one of the most important
sources of demographic and socio-economic information.
For the 2000 Census, the U.S. Census Bureau is planning
to disseminate information through several tabulations.
Below are listed some key data products with planned
release dates and the lowest geographic level for each.
    In addition to the standard tabulations, the Census
Bureau will allow users to make custom tables through the
Internet via a portal called the American FactFinder
(AFF).  To design and access tables from the 2000 Census
on the Internet, visit: http://factfinder.census.gov/

PL-94-171 Redistricting data
Congress passed Public Law (PL) 94-171 in 1975 offering
states the opportunity to receive population totals for
election precincts and similar areas.  The PL-94-171 file is
based on the 100 percent enumeration (Census short

form).  The file contains the most detailed information on
the location of the total population tabulated by 63 race
categories; and population over the age of 18 (voting
population) by race at a block level.

Summary File 1 (SF1)
The Summary File 1 contains data from the short form
and includes population counts for age, race, sex,
Hispanic origin, household type, and household
relationship.
    Population items are cross-tabulated by age, race,
Hispanic origin, or sex. Housing items include
occupancy/vacancy status and tenure.
    Housing data are cross-tabulated by race or Hispanic
origin of householder or by tenure. Selected aggregates
and medians also are provided. The lowest level of

geography used for reporting data is block.  However, to
avoid individual disclosure, some population (e.g., detailed
race groups such as Asian Burmese) will be reported only at
the tract level.

Summary File 3 (SF3)
The decennial Census long form included 52 questions
covering topics such as educational level, income, ancestry,
housing conditions, auto ownership, work location, travel
time to work, departure time to work, disability, veterans
status, and employment. The Summary File 3 (SF3) contains
sample (long form) data weighted to represent the total
population.  In addition, the file contains 100-percent counts
and unweighted (long form) sample counts for total persons
and total housing units.  The list of tabulations for the 2000
SF3 has not been established by the Census Bureau as of the
date of this write-up.  Many of the tabulations in SF 3 are

two-way tables (e.g., race by income).  Most of these tables
will be available at the block group level.  However, to avoid
potential disclosure of individual responses, some of the
tables may be available only at the census tract level.

Census Transportation Planning Package (CTPP)
The CTPP is a special tabulation prepared by the Census
Bureau through the American Association of State Highway
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) with pooled
funding. The CTPP is the only data product that summarizes
data by place of work and provides information on flow
between home and work.
    Household characteristics reported in the CTPP include
household size, income, and auto-ownership. Commute
characteristics include work location, work trip departure
time, mode, travel time, and time of arrival at work.

Decennial Census: What Information Can You Expect?
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Chair's Message...  Continued from page 2

of serving on this year’s awards jury.  Our committee
spent many hours reviewing more than 100 submit-
tals in various categories, including an intensive
weekend of final reviews in Austin, TX last fall. The
quality of the transportation and land use submittals
was superb, and several could have won. The awards
will be presented at the New Orleans National
Planning Conference. I encourage you to consider
submitting transportation planning projects for an
award in 2002, and will ask the Division membership
to consider serving as an awards clearinghouse next
year. Transportation plays a dominant role in shaping

our communities, and when we get it
right we deserve recognition from our
peers within the planning profession.

The web site, list serve and
Planners’ Advisory Council are all
efforts to improve member communi-
cations and increase the Division’s
professional relevance and visibility.
These efforts will augment our
newsletter, which will become more
regular than it has in recent months.

We are all busy professionals
these days, working on transportation

plans and programs both mundane and grandiose.
The Transportation Planning Division should enhance
your ability to connect with fellow practitioners, learn
new approaches, and develop lasting professional
relationships that help make our jobs more personally
rewarding. Please let me know what you want to get
out of the Division and how we can provide better
member services.

As described in a separate article, Vice Chair
Richard Willson has been working to develop strong
sessions for the 2001 New Orleans conference March
10-14. We have taken steps to collaborate with other
APA divisions to jointly organize volunteer sessions that
reflect a comprehensive, multi-disciplined approach to
building great communities. Thanks to Rick for his help
on this important part of the Division’s program; I am
confident you will find some well-integrated transporta-
tion planning sessions at the National Conference.

We will be re-establishing our Division web site
within the first quarter of 2001. Contractual problems
and lack of responsiveness derailed
our efforts to set up the web site last
year, but we do have a registered
domain and a good idea of how the
site will ultimately look. Our short-
term ambitions are modest – the
most important thing is to build the
foundation and get some basic,
useful content on the site. We have
found someone to develop a static
web site in his spare time so that we
will be prepared to get the site up
and functioning. The intent initially
is to provide useful information about the Division and
its activities, post job announcements, RFPs, requests for
information, etc. on a routine basis, and add profes-
sional abstracts, issue papers, and other documents in
the future. After we get the site functioning, we will be
looking for a few regular content-providers among you.
Transportation and land use is a key theme of APA's
2001 national planning awards, and I had the privilege
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Join the Transportation
Planning Division Listserve!
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APA Transportation Planning Division
Meeting Notes, April 17, 2000
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The North American Free Trade Agreement
 Continued from  page 3
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Transportation Planning, Winter 2000/01

NAFTA, Continued from page 8
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American Planning Association

 Transportation Activities at the APA Conference in New Orleans
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NAFTA, Continued from page 9
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Granting bilateral access to truckers on both sides of the

border would have noticeable efficiency benefits.  Without an open
border, U.S. truckers carrying southbound shipments must hand over
trailers to drayage firms that transfer the trailer to the Mexican side.  In
some cases, the trailer itself is not permitted to cross the border, and its
contents must be unloaded and then reloaded onto Mexican equip-
ment.  The same procedure is repeated for Mexican carriers with
northbound shipments, incurring needless handling delays, extra costs,
and empty backhauls.  For the foreseeable future, the benefits of
eliminating these extra movements will continue to be foregone.
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Office Sprawl:  The Evolving
Geography of Business
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��ent was found in edgeless locations in 1999.  Based on the
percent of office space in a traditional downtown versus in an
edgeless city, the study classifies thirteen top metropolitan
office markets as either “core dominated,” “balanced,”
“dispersed,” or “edgeless.”
    The full report is posted at www.brookings.org/es/urban/
officesprawl/report.htm

New Publication on Growth
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Update on the Combined
National Personal
Transportation Survey and
the American Travel Survey
Elaine Murakami, FHWA

We are happy to report that we have completed data
collection for the NPTS/ATS 2000 field test!!!  If you
recall, one of the objectives of the pretest was to test
whether or not combining the NPTS and ATS into one
questionnaire is a feasible option for the 2000 survey.  We
now have the pretest data and will be looking at overall
response rates, trip rates, questionnaire flow, and item
nonresponse in making a final decision on full survey
design.  Please visit our web site at  for more information
and updates.
    A combination of the NPTS and ATS means collecting
both long-distance and daily travel from the same
households and will provide users with robust data on
the full continuum of passenger travel by mode, purpose,
and region.  At a minimum, the NPTS and ATS will be
coordinated so that reasonable assumptions can be made
when looking at the data together. We will let you know
what the exact full survey design is when we have com-
pleted our analyses.
Regardless of whether we coordinate or combine, the
NPTS/ATS team has introduced some informative new
data items on the questionnaire:

� Frequency of telecommuting
� Cellular phone ownership
� Frequency of Internet usage
� Most recent trip information
� Multiple purpose trips (ATS)
� Foreign born status
� Occupational status
� Disability/mobility questions
� Frequency of bike/pedestrian trips

    We are eager to finalize the full survey design, and will
work closely with the contracting team over the summer
to achieve this goal.  Keep an eye out for more conclusive
results within the next couple of months.  Please contact
Heather Contrino at  if you would like to post an an-
nouncement or have related research listed on the NPTS/
ATS web site.  You can also participate in the discussion
by joining the NPTS/ATS list serve at http://
www.nptsats2000.bts.gov/maillist.html
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Differentiating between Density and Sprawl
Larry Fabian, Trans.21
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American Planning Association

New Smart Growth Coalition
Launched
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